rofessor of Radio-activity at the University of Oslo, Norway, who is known 
as a scientist of distinction as well as a student of world affairs. She is now 
making a six weeks’ tour of the United States and is being greeted throughout 
the nation as president of the International Federation of University Women. 
An international group of authorities on the nationality of women conferred 
with Dr. Gleditsch on April 16 at the Pan-American Union under the auspices 


of the Inter-American Commission of Women. 


| 
VOL. XV, No. 13 SATURDAY, 
MAY 4, 1929 
- 
| 
| 
| | 
: 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 


98 


Rishts 


Phone, Lincoln 1366 
Published Weekly 
at 19 West Chase Street 


Baltimore, Md. 
Phone, Vernon 8279 


Edith Houghton Hooker . Editor 
Ruby A. Black . . . #$Managing Editor 
Dora G. Ogle Business Manager 


ASSOCIATE EDITORS: 


Ada mavengess Kendall 
Katherine 

Hagel MacKaye 

Bdna St. Vincent Millay 
Ruth Pickering 

Alice Rohe 


Nina B. Allender 


Lucia Chamberlain 
Phyllis Du — 


Ernestine Maryse Rutledge 
Rose Feld Miriam Finn Scott 
Zona Gale Doris Stevens 
Helen git Gibbons Sophie Treadwell 
Rebecca Hourwich Brenda Ueland 
Ruth Hale Sue 8S. White 

Ines Haynes Irwin Mary Winsor 


Hutered as second-class matter at Postofiice, 
Baltimore, Md., under Act March 3, 1879. 


Subscription, $2.00 a Year 
Foreign Subscription, $2.50 


OFFICERS OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


President, Mrs. Oliver H. P. Balmont, N. Y. 
Ohairman National Council, Jane Norman Smith, 


Vice-Chairmen, 
Gall Laughlin, Me, 
®lorence Bayard Hilles, Del. 
Anita Pollitzer, 8. C. 
Secretary, Evelyn Wainwright, D. C. 
Beoccutive Secretary, Mabel Vernon, Del. 
Treasurer, Emma Wold, Ore. 
Congressional Ohairman, Maud Younger, Cal. 
Legislative Secretary, Emma Wold, Ore, 
Parliamentarian, C. Fox, Mich. 
Edith Ainge, N. Y. Ruth Vandeer Litt, N. Y. 
Anne Archbold, Me. Burnita S. Matthews, Miss. 
Laura Berrien, D. C. Dora G. Ogle, Md. 
Florence B. Boeckel, D. C. Sarah Pell, N. Y. 
Mrs. John W. Brannan, N. Y. 
Mrs. Isaac H. Dixon, Md. 
Bertha W. Fowler, Colo. 
Zona Gale, Wis. 
Ines Haynes Irwin, N. Y. 
Edith Houghton Hooker, Md. 
Blizabeth T. Kent, Calif. 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


Doris Stevens, N. Y. 

Mabel Vernon, Del. 
Margaret Whittemore, Cal. 
Mrs. Harvey Wiley, D. C. 
Mrs. Valentine Winters, Obie 
Maud Younger, Calif. 


Annual Dues ... $10.00 
Associate Members $1.00 
Subscribing Members $3.00 
Founders $100.00 
Life Members $1,000.00 
Endowers . 
Sustainers $5,000.00 


OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 

The object of this organization shall be 

to secure for women complete equality 

with men under the law and in all human 
relationships. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 
“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 
throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 


this article by appropriate legislation.” 
{Senate Joint Resolution Number 64.] 


Introduced in the Senate, January 4, 1928, 


by Senator Curtis, Kansas. 
Introduced in the House, May 18, 1928, 


by REPRESENTATIVE Freperick W. Magrapy, 
Pennsylvania. 


Elizabeth Selden Rogers, N. Y. 


Equal Rights 


Additional Testimony 


HEN Judge Warren B. Burrows in Federal Court, Brooklyn, New 

York, on April 29, sentenced Mary Ware Dennett to pay a fine of $300 

for sending her pamphlet, “The Sex Side of Life,” through the mails, 
he unintentionally exposed one of the major reasons why, for the welfare of 
the nation, Equal Rights must prevail. 


Mrs. Dennett’s pamphlet deals with the normal physiology of sex and 
answers in a wholesome way many of the simple questions regarding the 
function of reproduction that inevitably arise in the mind of the normal child. 
She tells of the power, the beauty and also the danger, when turned to base 
purposes, of the emotion called love. She explains the basic facts of mar- 
riage and parenthood. Her approach is sympathetic and sincere, and it is 
inconceivable that her pamphlet could in any possible way harm or pervert 
the mind of any child. The fact that the pamphlet has been used for more 
than a decade by educators and social workers of high standing is a sufficient 
testimonial of its worth. 


The pamphlet is no more obscene than normal sex is, and yet Judge Bur- 
rows, because of his interpretation of the facts, deems it expedient to sentence 
Mrs. Dennett under the obscenity statute. 


It is this attitude toward sex on the part of great numbers of men, derived 
from their own sexual experience, that renders them incompetent to protect 


. intelligently the racial life at its source. 


As judges, as jurors, as lawmakers, they are but too often prone to mistake 
good for evil, and evil for good, in matters of sex. 


The trial of Mrs. Dennett will beyond doubt throw into clearer relief the 
importance of women’s participating actively in the administration of justice. 


A Sign of the Times 
S a commentary on the growing esteem in which the athletic woman is 


held, we present to our readers an Associated Press article which 
appeared on April 26 in many of the leading dailies over the country: 


“The painful (from a masculine standpoint) picture of the husband sitting 
at home rocking the baby, and the wife earning the family livelihood by the 
sweat of her carefully powdered brow, is presented at the convention of the 
Midwest Society of Physical Education. 


“Speakers pointed out that woman is the athletic member of the modern 
family, while the men, eschewing vigorous exercise, are steadily becoming 
enfeebled, anemic, sallow and a lot of other pathetic adjectives as they sit 
wearily in their offices, slowly fading away. 

“The practice of wife-beating, unless the trend is corrected, may entirely 
disappear, the educators suggested, because man in time won’t be man enough 
to exercise any cave man prerogatives. 

“EK. C. Delaporte, the retiring president, was about the only speaker to 
give men a break. He said the boy of today may grow to be a better man 
than his dad. He based this on the prospect of the five-hour day and the 
five-day week, which would allow more leisure and which in turn, if taken 
advantage of, would enable the boys to improve themselves physically and 
mentally. 

“But if they do not seize their opportunity,” he went on, “the expression 
‘the weaker sex’ as applied to woman will be only hollow mockery.” 

While we do not, of course, take this article with great solemnity, still it 
is interesting as a sign of the times. 


National Woman's Party 
ml: Capitol Hill 
_ NK Washington, D. C. 
Zoe Beckle 
Ruby A. Biack 
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rT HAT Virginia is among the States 
which will contribute a full quota 


of enthusiasm and intelligence to 
the Equal Rights campaign was proven 
on April 20, when the Virginia Branch 
of the National Woman’s Party held a 
luncheon meeting at the Hotel Richmond 
in Richmond, Va. Mrs. Robert F. Hud- 
son, president of the Virginia Branch of 
the Woman’s Party, stated after the lunch- 
eon that in point of numbers and interest 
the meeting had more than fulfilled her 
expectations. At her suggestion plans 
were immediately inaugurated for the 
organization of local branches in several 
Virginia cities. The committee in charge 
of the luncheon consisted of Mrs. Frank 
Danner, Mrs. Charles Mosby, Mrs. Eunice 
Gregory Dyson and Mrs. G. T. Sydnor. 
The hostesses were Mrs. Frank Read and 
Mrs. N. Addison Baker. Miss Elsie Mc- 
George was chairman of the Committee 
on Decorations. 

The toastmistress, Mrs. Roy K. Flanna- 
gan, opened the meeting with a graceful 
speech of welcome and introduced the 
speakers. 

Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley of Washington, 
D. C., the guest of-honor, said in part: 


6¢y N coming into Virginia I always feel 
as if I were coming home, because for 
fifteen years we have spent our summers 
on a farm near Bluemont, Virginia, and 
I know the roads and the towns in that 
part of the State by heart. During the 
last two years our boys have spent the 
summers at a boys’ camp near Gloucester 
Courthouse, Virginia, and so I have 
driven the 176 miles between Washington 
and the camp several times, have visited 
Fredericksburg and many of the famous 
historic spots and have loved them all. 
Then, too, my best friend spends her 
summers near Mt. Jackson in the Shenan- 
doah Valley, and I have visited her sev- 
eral times and made the trip to Natural 
Bridge. So you see I love the State al- 
most as much as if I were a native Vir- 
“T have been in the Woman’s Party since 
December, 1912, nearly seventeen years 
and pretty soon people will begin to feel 
toward me as I used to toward the Rev- 
erend Olympia Brown, that dear old pio- 
neer suffragist and preacher from Oregon 
who died a few years ago in her eighties 
after having been a suffragist all her life. 
I don’t mean to claim any of the Reverend 
Olympia Brown’s attributes except old 
age. 
“The older boy in the picture on the 
cover of Equat Ricuts this week was a 
nursing baby when Alice Paul came to 


see me in December, 1912, and I have been 


following where she has led ever since. 
The boy, who was a baby when I was 
chairman of the Hospitality Committee 


for the visiting suffragists in March, 1913, 
for the giant suffrage parade, is now six 
feet one and a half and has passed his 
entrance examinations for Harvard next 
fall. 


“The National Woman’s Party was or- 
ganized following the suffrage parade I 
have just alluded to. It was first called 
the Congressional Union, but shortly after 
changed its name to the Woman’s Party. 
It is a national non-partisan organization 
of women dedicated to the freedom of 
women and open to all women who will 
put that cause before the interests of any 
political party. 

“Tt works to remove all forms of sub- 
jection of women—in the law, in custom, 
in the moral world, in the professions, in 
industry, in education, in elective and 
appointive positions, in the church and 
in the home. 

“From 1913 to 1920 the Woman’s Party 
conducted a nation-wide agitation for the 
Federal Suffrage Amendment. When that 
object was attained in 1920 with the rati- 
fication of the suffrage amendment by the 
necessary thirty-six Legislatures, the 
Woman’s Party was reorganized on a 
permanent basis to remove the remain- 
ing forms of discrimination against 
women. 

“The first object is the removal of dis- 
criminations in the law. 

“The Woman’s Party is endeavoring to 
obtain an amendment to the national con- 
stitution stating: ‘Men and women shall 
have Equal Rights throughout the United 
States and every place subject to its 
jurisdiction.’ 

“Tt is also working to obtain Equal 
Rights legislation in all the State Legis- 
latures. 


¢¢c. INCE 1920 the Woman’s Party has 

done a notable piece of work. The 
amendment already quoted has been intro- 
duced three times, a splendid Headquar- 
ters established (and due to the encroach- 
ments of the Government has been sold 
and we are about to move); a splendid 
magazine has been published, now in its 
sixth volume; a literature has been created 
on the subject of Equal Rights based upon 
the skilled work of a group of women law- 
yers working for years in the library of 
the Supreme Court; the country has been 
roused to the question of Equal Rights 
by publicity and campaign so that now 
the subject is on everyone’s tongue and 
people are taking sides for or against, 
which is a very healthy sign. Water 
does not begin to boil until a certain 
pitch of heat has been achieved. Warmth 
and lively discussion are a sign of action. 
More than sixty Equal Rights measures 
have been passed in the various State 
Legislatures and discriminations affect- 


Richmond Meeting Surpasses Expectations 


ing more than twenty-four million women 
have been removed. 


¢¢T) UT there is still much todo. There 
are more than one thousand laws in 
the various States covering more than 
fifty points, discriminating against wom- 
en, the most harmful discriminations be- 
ing those against women in the business 
and industrial world. 
“The principle of Equal Rights for men 
and women—of equality of opportunity— 


is so important that it should be a part 


of the framework of our National Govern- 
ment as one of the basic principles upon 
which our Government is founded. 

“The disabilities still imposed upon 
women by the laws of this country bear 
witness to the need for Equal Rights legis- 
lation. For example, in Georgia the 
earnings of a married woman belong to 
her husband. In New Mexico and Ne- 
vada, all property acquired after marriage 
by the industry of the husband or wife 
is their common property and when the 
husband dies he may leave his half to 
whomever he pleases; but on the other 
hand unless a wife outlives her husband 
it is a general rule that she cannot leave 
a dollar of her half to anyone, not even 
to her own children. By the laws of 
Texas a husband is entitled to divorce 
his wife if she be taken in adultery, but 
a wife cannot divorce her husband for in- 
fidelity unless he abandons hed and lives 


in a state of adultery. In Florida when 


the death of a minor child is caused by 
the negligence of another, the father ig 
permitted to collect all damages includ- 
ing even for “the mental pain and suffer- 
ing of the mother.” In West Virginia 
the father inherits to the exclusion of the 
mother when their child dies without a 
will and leaves no descendants. It is 
obvious that Equal Rights legislation is 
necessary to end the legal subjection of 
women and to further their advancement. 

“The most effective and the surest, quick- 
est, and least expensive method of secur- 
ing the equality of men and women before 
the law is by an amendment to the Na- 
tional Constitution, rather than by State 
legislation. A national amendment is 
more inclusive than State legislation, is 
more permanent, and would make unneces- 
sary the costly and laborious State-wide 
referendum campaigns involved in amend- 
ing State constitutional provisions deal- 
ing with the position of women. More- 
over, there are tactical advantages in 
campaigning for a national amendment, 
such as the uniting of the resources of 
women instead of dividing them among 
forty-eight State campaigns. 

“The amendment would compel both 
Federal and State governments to observe 
the principle of Equal Rights, for the 
Federal Constitution is “the supreme law 
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of the land.” The amendment would over- 
ride all existing legislation which denies 


women Equal Rights with men and would 


render invalid every future attempt on 
the part of any legislature or adminis- 
trators to interfere with these rights. 
“A Federal amendment would establish 
the principle of Equal Rights once and 
for all, in so far as anything can be 
permanently established by law. On the 
other hand, should Equal Rights obtain 
only the virtue of statutes, then the con- 


tinued existence of Equal Rights would be 


subject to the will of each Congress and 
each successive Legisature in forty-eight 
States. Our history shows many instances 
where women, after unceasing toil, have 
won various rights through their State 
Legislatures only to have them torn from 
their grasp by later legislatures. For in- 
stance, here in Virginia, the Virginia 
Legislature enacted a law in 1916 giving 
the mother Equal Rights with the father 
to the custody, services, and earnings of 
their minor child. A few years later this 
law was abrogated and in its place there 
exists today the stern rule of the common 
law which makes the father the sole 
natural guardian of the child and gives 
the mother little or no anthority. * * * 

“In passing I will say our amendment 
will not serve to wipe out protective 
legislation. It will serve to extend pru 
tective legislation to all persons in indus- 
try, regardless of sex. A few years ago 
we thought as do the women of some of 
the other organizations with regard ‘to 
protective legislation. Now we are try- 
ing to have the good conditions in indus- 
try apply to men and women alike. We 
are supplying the ideal toward which to 
work. 


66 OMEN worked and laid the foun- 

W dation for the structure of equal- 
ity between the sexes 81 years ago. 
It is the happy privilege of the women of 
today to begin to rear the superstructure. 
Among the demands of the first Equal 
Rights convention held in this country 
in Seneca Falls, New York, in 1848, were: 
Equal Rights in the franchise, in educa- 
tion, in industry, in control of property, 
in guardianship of children, in making 
contracts, in the church and in the home. 
In 1929 all these rights remain to be won 
except the right to the franchise. The 
Woman’s Party in campaigning for Equal 
Rights is carrying forward today the 
fight for the complete freedom of women 
undertaken in 1848. 

“Tt seems to me that this Equal Rights 
movement between men and women is 
the only great world movement in the 
world today, unless we include the out- 
lawing of war. Democratic government 
exists or is coming into existence in most 
parts of the world today. The rule of 
the majority is exercised in most places. 
Most forms of human oppression have 


been wiped out, human slavery is 
abolished. Only this one form of sub- 
jection remains. Old laws left on our 
statute books, relics of a past age, or 
new laws put on by men who belong to 
a past age, say to a woman, thou shalt 
not own thine own child, thine own earn- 
ings, thy personal liberty, thy occupation 
or place of voting; thou mayst not secure 
a divorce as easily as thy husband; nor 
shalt thy portion of the inheritance be 
as liberal as his; and to women these 
laws say, thou mayst not serve on juries, 
art not eligible to all public offices, may 
not have equal pay for equal work and 
must be discriminated against in indus- 
try by hampering restrictions when thou 
seekest a job, 


¢¢— SAY again we are working in a 

world movement. The leaven that 
the women at Seneca Falls put into the 
life of the world in 1848, when they re- 
solved : 

“The women of the country ought 
to be enlightened in regard to the 
laws under which they live, that they 
may no longer publish their degrada- 
tion by declaring themselves satis- 
fied with their present position, nor 
their ignorance by asserting that they 
have all the rights they want.” 

is working all over the world, not only 
here, but in Turkey, in China, in Persia, 
and in Egypt. 


“This movement is like a mighty river, 


fed by tributaries from East and West, 
a mighty river flowing from the cold 
North of prejudice and ignorance toward 
the sunny South warmed by enlighten- 
ment and knowledge; each year sees the 
strength of the flood magnified. Each 
year sees public sentiment coming our 
way. More men in public life agree with 
us in principle. But when a Presidential 
nominee said to us last September, “I 
agree with you in principle. Any plea 
based on equality of opportunity and the 
removal of restrictions from any group 
would have a strong appeal to me. I 
have long regarded that as an ideal of 
American life. * * * I would go to any 
extent to remove restrictions on equality 
of opportunity,” as Mr. Hoover did with 
all sincerity, it seems that we have nearly 


reached our goal. 


“And to carry on this figure a little 
further. This effort to secure equality be- 
tween men and women in the United 


Equal Rights 


of women at the Seventh Pan-American 
Congress in 1933. And again Miss 
Stevens has just been able to secure a 
recommendation from the League of Na- 
tions for the appointment of a woman 
on the Commission which meets at The 
Hague next year to discuss nationality. 

So we are in a world movement, a rare 
privilege it seems to me. Sometimes we 
may regret we were not born in a previous 
age, when the opportunity to be heroic 
was still present. But let me tell you we 
all have the opportunity today to be 
heroic. Let us stand against the forces 
which aim to prevent women from achiev- 
ing their fullest development. * * * 


¢é°T°HE principle of equality between 

men and women has been written 
into the constitutions of Germany, Lithu- 
ania, Esthonia, and Austria and none of 
the dire results have occurred in those 
countries which are conjured up by our 
opponents. The women of the Scandi- 
navian countries believe as we do that 
protective legislation only for women is 
a restriction rather than a benefit. So 
let us not be afraid to stand up for our 
convictions, knowing that since this prin- 
ciple is right it will prevail.” 

Mrs. Flanagan next introduced Mabel 
Vernon, executive secretary of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party, who told of the 
organization and aims of the Woman’s 
Party. 

The State president,-Mrs. Hudson, out- 
lined plans for the Virginia campaign 
and made several announcements and 
Mrs. M. J. DeWitt, chairman of the Mem- 
bership Committee, invited those who 
were not already members to join the local 
organization. 


T the close of the meeting Miss Julia 
Jennings, legislative chairman, in a 

very beautiful speech, paid tribute to the 
memory of the late Mrs. Charles V. 
Meredith, founder and first president of 
the Virginia Branch. She suggested that 
the flowers, masses of purple Iris, golden 
jonquils and White lilacs, which Miss 
McGeorge had charmingly arranged to 
grace the occasion, should be taken by the 
speakers and a small committee and be 
placed on Mrs. Meredith’s grave. In con- 
sequence at the conclusion of the meeting 
Mrs. Flannagan, Mrs. Wiley, Miss Ver- 
non, Mrs. Hudson and Miss Jennings, col- 
lected the flowers and tenderly carried 


States flows into the ocean of the life of them to the spot where the beloved leader 


the world and the tides will set toward 


other countries. The current of inter- 
nationalism will sweep our program to 
other lands, and thus we shall help the 
women of other lands to secure equality 
of opportunity. 

“Already the Woman’s Party through 
the splendid activities of Doris Stevens 
and Jane Norman Smith has secured the 
right to present a report on the status 


of the Virginia Branch sleeps. It was a 
fitting tribute, fragrant and beautiful, to 
a spirit that always carried and still car- 
ries high, the purple, white and gold of 
the National Woman’s Party. 

Among those present at the meeting 
were Mrs. Robert F. Hudson, Mrs, Frank 
Danner, Mrs. Charles Mosby, Mrs. Eunice 
Gregory Dyson, Mrs. G. T. Sydnor, Mrs. 
Frank Read, Mrs. N. Addison Baker, Miss 
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Elsie McGeorge, Mrs. Roy K. Flannagan, 
Miss Julia Jennings, Mrs. Hill Urquhart, 
Miss Hilda Atkisson, Mrs. Sidney Dudley, 
Mrs. M. B. Sommerville, Mrs. M. J. 
DeWitt, Mrs. Clifton Miller, Mrs. Frank 
Garrison, Mrs. George Field, Mrs. Bessie 


White Smith, Mrs. Frank Fisher, Mrs. 
Charles Murry, Mrs. Frank Jobson, Miss 
Eva Michiels, Mrs. J. E. Trevillian, Mrs. 
F. B. Atkins, Mrs. E. W. Gates, Mrs. Jane 
Ritchie, Miss Anne Fletcher, Miss Lillie 
Thacher, Mrs. G. Harvey Clarke, Mrs. 
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Thomas Murrell, Mrs. W. H. Adams, Mrs. 
S. B. Kelley, Mrs. Garborough, Mrs. E. P. 
Loomis, Mrs. John F. T. Anderson, Mrs. 


Gans, Mrs. Brooks, Mrs. Cook, Mrs. Mar, 


Mrs. William M. Adams, Mrs. Percy Read, 
and Mrs. Benjamin Lovenstein. 


Porto Rican Women Thank Woman's Party 


the Liga Social Sufragista of Porto 

Rico, in a letter to Mary Moss Well- 
porn after the passage of the Porto Rican 
suffrage measure, expressed the gratitude 
of women of Porto Rico for the work done 
by the National Woman’s Party in behalf 
of woman suffrage for these citizens of 
the United States. 

She shows a clear understanding of the 
necessity for having the right to vote a 
part of the organic law of the land, just 
as Feminists of the United States knew 
that the Constitution of the United States 
should guarantee to women of the United 
States the suffrage on equal terms with 
men, and just as Feminists of the United 
States are today insisting that Equal 
Rights between men and women through- 
out the United States and all its terri- 
tories, dependencies, and possessions be 
guaranteed by the Constitution. 

Dr. Robert says in her letter: 


D' MARTA ROBERT, secretary of 


We feel very glad and we hope 
that woman suffrage in Porto Rico 
will help a great deal in making a 
better government for our beloved 
island. We are greatly indebted to 
the National Woman’s Party for your 
great help in securing the passage of 
the bill; for, were it not for the action 
of Congress, our legislature would not 
have acted favorably. Of course we 
want to get further action of Con- 
gress, and we insist on obtaining an 
amendment to our Organic Act by 
which the right to vote should not be 
denied or abridged on account of sex. 
This stabilizes our position for the 
future. Contrary to what some mem- 
bers of Congress think and contrary 
to what Mr. Cordova Davila thinks, 
I don’t agree in the literacy test, as 
this would imply the withdrawal of a 
right already given to our Legisla- 
ture. We want for Porto Rico what 


you obtained for the different States, 

woman suffrage but without any re- 

striction; any qualification should be 
left to the Legislature.” 

The House of Representatives of the 
Congress of the United States passed a 
bill during the Seventieth Congress to 
amend the Organic Act of Porto Rico to 
provide that the right to suffrage shall 
not be denied, or abridged on account of 
sex, but the Senate refused to pass it, 
although Senator Hiram Bingham of Con- 
necticut, author of an identical bill in the 
Senate, spoke ably in behalf of it. The 
House bill was introduced by Representa- 
tive Edgar R. Kiess of Pennsylvania, 
chairman of the Committee on Insular 
Affairs. 

The National Woman’s Party assures 
its colleagues in Porto Rico that it will 
continue to work for the amendment to 
the Organic Act of Porto Rico to “sta- 
bilize their position for the future.” 


Connecticut Holds Organization Meetings 


necticut State Branch of the Na- 

tional Woman’s Party is progress- 
ing enthusiatically, with Elsie Hill, act- 
ing chairman of the State Branch, and 
Mary Moss Wellborn of Mississippi, na- 
tional organizer, speaking at numerous 
meetings in different sections of the State. 

The meeting planned for May 1 at the 
home of Sara Jenner Hansen, State secre- 
tary, at South Norwalk, has been post- 
poned to May 15. 

Dean Annie Goodrich of the Yale School 
of Nursing, co-chairman with Lavinia 
Dock of the Nurses’ Council of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party, is sponsoring a 
meeting of the Connecticut Branch to be 
held at the Faculty Club of Yale Univer- 
sity. Miss Hill and Miss Wellborn will 
speak. 

Something of the interest taken in the 
campaign may be seen in the following 
article from the Norwalk Hour of April 
18th: 


be HE organizing campaign of the Con- 


E National Woman’s Party, which 

has announced a State-wide organi- 
zation campaign in Connecticut, brings as 
a champion of Equal Rights for women, 
Mary Moss Wellborn of Mississippi. Elsie 
Hill of Redding, director of the campaign, 
describes Miss Wellborn as one of the 


youngest leaders of the Feminist move- 
ment in the United States. She will as- 
sist Miss Hill in the immediate drive in 
this State, which has for its objective the 
passage of an Equal Rights Amendment 
to the National Constitution. 

“Women in this vicinity will have the 
opportunity of hearing Miss Wellborn aud 
other National Woman’s Party speakers 
May 15, when a meeting will be held at 
the home of Mrs. Ejnar Hansen, Wilson’s 
Point, beginning at 3 o’clock. 

“This amendment, now before Congress, 
reads, ‘Men and women shall have Equal 
Rights in the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.’ 

“Miss Wellborn says that as a Missis- 
sippian she has been ‘brought up’ on 
State’s Rights, ‘but,’ she declares, ‘I can 
think of no more basic principle for a na- 
tional constitution than the guarantee of 
Equal Rights to every citizen.’ Further- 
more, she says that her experience in the 
State Legislature has convinced her of 
the necessity of national action as the 
only way to secure full equality for men 
and women. She points to the recent de- 
feat of the three Equal Rights bills in the 
present session of the Connecticut Legis- 
lature as an excellent example of the diffi- 
culty of proceeding State by State. 


Miss Wellborn comes to Connecticut 


- from the Maryland Legislature, where she 


succeeded in securing the passage of a 
bill giving women Equal Rights with men 
to the care and custody of their children. 
She states that this bill passed in the face 
of keen opposition of legislators who 
argued that since the existing law had 
been on the books since 1776, it must be a 
good law. ‘If I did not convince these 
legislators of the need of an Equal Rights 
Amendment to the United Constitution, 
they certainly convinced me!’ Miss Well- 
born said. 

“While at the Woman’s Party Head- 
quarters in Washington Miss Wellborn 
has been working for the passage of a 
bill through the United States Congress 
which would give the women of Porto 
Rico the right to vote. According to Miss 
Wellborn, Porto Rican women can vote 
in the United States after living here six 
months, but upon their return to their 
Own country this right is denied them. 
Senator Bingham, chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Insular Affairs which handles 
this bill, has won the admiration of the 
women of Porto Rico and of America by 
his staunch support of this bill, Miss Well- 
born says. She believes that its passage 
is certain in the next session of Congress 
opening April 15, but states that a literacy 


clause, which will be applicable to men 
and women alike, will be added. 

“Miss Wellborn is rapidly becoming sea- 
soned in politics, having attended both 
the Republican and Democratic Conven- 
tions with other representatives of the 
Woman’s Party who asked that Equal 
Rights planks be placed in the platforms 
of both parties. She campaigned in New 
York and New Jersey with the Woman’s 
Party for Mr. Hoover, because he said he 
stood for equal opportunities for all 
American citizens and was open-minded 
on the Equal Rights Amendment. 

“She says that she has been very much 
encouraged in the past year by evidences 
of a decided advance in the Equal Rights 
movement. In a recent hearing on the 
Equal Rights Amendment before the Sen- 
ate Judiciary Committee in Congress Miss 
Wellborn said she believed that she voiced 
the opinion of all women of the twentieth 
century toward the antiquated laws dis- 


ture is nowhere better shown than by 
the education of her women. In 1888 
the first Japanese woman to study medi- 
cine graduated from the Woman’s Medical 
College of Philadelphia. Long before that, 


Jone rapid advance in Western cul- 


however, in 1868, as we read in “The 


Story of the Medical Education of Women 
in Japan,” written by the president of the 
Women’s Medical College in Tokyo, Dr. 
Yayoi Yoshioka, another Japanese woman 
named Ginko Ogino, being appalled by 
the gynecological treatment of women in 
the hospitals of her country, sought ad- 
mission to the Imperial Government med- 
ical school. It was not until 1884 that 
this permission was granted, but she had 
in the meantime studied medicine so dili- 
gently that she was able to pass the neces- 
sary examinations after one year’s work; 
and so in 1885 she became the first woman 
doctor of Japan. 

There was at that time also another 
co-educational medical institution in 
Tokyo, established in 1875 by Tai Hase- 
gawa, the first Japanese to study medicine 
in Europe after the revolution of 1868. 
At this college the writer of the article 
noted above, Mrs. Yayoi Yoshioka, grad- 
uated in 1892. She says: 


In those days rigid, feudalistic 
codes held sway, so that the male stu- 
dents oppressed the female students, 
and therefore the discipline of the 
school was deplorable. Accordingly, 
in 1900 the school did not permit 
women to matriculate. The girl stu- 
dents who were refused admittance 
to the school then asked me to estab- 
lish a women’s medical school. I felt 
it my duty to help them, and founded 


criminating against women, when she de- 
clared, ‘We cannot wear our grand- 
mothers’ clothes—they were too tight for 
our grandmothers. And if any attempt 
is made to button us into them, they must 
necessarily tear and fall away, for they 
were not made for and do not fit us, but 
furthermore by this time the material it- 
self is old and rotten.’ 

“Miss Iborn is a graduate of Missis- 
sippi State\College for Women at Colum- 
bus, Miss., ahd has studied at the Univer- 
sity of Virginia. She was formerly a 
teacher of Latin in Athens College for 
Women, Athens, Alabama.” 


S a part of the campaign the Connecti- 

cut Branch is working for the adop- 

tion by the New Haven Board of Educa- 
tion of a new salary schedule for teachers 
in which the salaries of men and women 
with equal training and experience will be 
equal. This provision is contained in a 


(Reprinted from the Literary Digest 
for April 20, 1929) 


my medical school in a room in my 
dispensary, to which were admitted 
only four girl students. This is the 
origin of the Tokyo Women’s Medical 
College. Furthermore, there were 
few people who felt the necessity of 
professions for women in those days, 
so the management of the school was 
difficult for us. Nevertheless, in spite 
of annoying difficulties, in 1909 we 
had our first successful examinee of 
the medical license examination. 


The course in Dr. Yoshioka’s medical 
college consists of one year’s preparatory 
and four years’ medical study. In 1928 
there were enrolled 807 students, and the 
school has graduated 1,247 medical wom- 
en, She says: 


There are about 1,500 women doc- 
tors in Japan. They work not only in 
Japan proper, but in Formosa, Korea, 
Hokkaido, Saghalien, China, U |S. A., 
and other countries. They not only 
practice medicine, but some are in- 
ternes of hospitals, and work in gov- 
ernment service. Some also work in 
factories and in relief work; while 
yet others are school physicians of the 
many primary schools and girls’ high 
schools throughout the Empire. We 
think that our efforts toward admit- 
ting Chinese women to our college 
will further good relations between 
Japan and China. 


In connection with her college, Dr. 


Yoshioka has built three hospitals, and 
the alumnae have also built one, all for 
teaching purposes, as well as for the bene- 
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petition for higher salaries sent to the 
Board of Education by the New Haven 
teachers. Under the present schedule a 
man can be paid $500 a year more than a 
woman doing the same work. 

“IT do not believe that New Haven will 
lag behind other cities and States of the 
country in its laws for teachers,’ Miss 
Wellborn said. She stated that ten 
States have passed laws prohibiting any 
discrimination in the salaries of teachers 
on account of sex. Furthermore, she said 
that in one county in Tennessee a law 
providing for the removal of women teach- 
ers after marriage had been made to apply 
to men also. The superintendent of edu- 
cation in that county stated that five men 
and nineteen women have already lost 
their positions under this law.. Miss Well- 
born believes that this law will be re- 
pealed, but she thinks it is indicative of 
the general trend to “oust sex as a basis 
in all law making.” 


Women Doctors in Japan 


fit of rich and poor patients alike. These 
hospitals have several hundreds of beds. 
She has also built a dormitory for hous- 
ing five hundred students, as well as a 
laboratory, and is now erecting a new 
library for the school. At the Shiseikai 
hospital alone, which the alumnae built 
after the earthquake of 1923, there have 
been treated since 1926, 40,000 patients. 
Dr. Yoshioka goes on: 

The (Alumnae) Association has ar- 
ranged courses of lectures on public 
health in various parts of Tokyo and 
has published a monthly alumni bulle- 
tin called Joikai (the World of Wom- 
en Doctors), the aim of which is to 
promote public health in Japan. 
Moreover, it has made strenuous ef- 
forts for the improvement of public 
health in Tokyo, and the training of 
midwives and nurses. In the near 
future the Association will build a 
maternity hospital and a nursery. I 
think this Association is the only in- 
stitution for public health directed by 
women in Japan, and I have the 
honor of being president. 

On February 11, 1924, the anniver- 
sary of the accession of Emperor 
Jimmu, the Sixth Order of Merit, was 
conferred upon me. That honor also 
made me more enthusiastic than ever, 
and my determination for medical 
education for women greatly in- 
creased. In conclusion, the ideals set 
before me are to raise my college to a 
university, and to train women med- 
ical professors for that university. 
If my college ever becomes a univer- 
sity, it will be the only women’s med- 
ical university in the Orient. 
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Women in Hungary 
E ARE indebted to Millicent Guil- 
leaume, head of the Foreign Depart- 
ment of the Hungarian Council of Women, 
for the following summary of the status 
of women in Hungary: 

“In 1904 the National Council of Wom- 
en was founded in Hungary and a stand- 
ing committee was formed to gain the 
rights of citizenship for women. During 
the revolution, 1918-19, they were given 
the franchise equally with the male sex, 
but the following governments, being con- 
servative, did not confirm that law. 

“At present men get the vote on becom- 
ing 21 years old, women only at the age 
of 30. Men must have attended four ele- 
mentary schools, women are required to 
shows six years’ attendance. If women 
have three living children, they are quali- 
fied to vote. We are now in the thick of 
a great fight to gain women the right to 
stand for county and municipal councils, 
as at present only the women of our capi- 
tal city, Budapest, have that right. 

“We are well aware that this is an 
anomalous situation, as even in the Mid- 
dle Ages Hungarian women possessed 
more civil rights than the women of any 
other country in Europe. 

“The only explanation we can offer is, 
that after the breakdown of Bolshevism in 
Hungary, which was a result of the last 
war and lasted thirteen weeks, the Gov- 
ernment was and is still very chary of 
extending the franchise.” 


Women and the King’s Honors 
OINTING out that although an un- 
4 precedented number of women—sixty- 
one — received honors for distinguished 
service in England on the delayed King’s 
New Year’s honors list, not one of them 
was given a peerage or one of the other 
high honors, English Feminists are urg- 
ing that women be included among those 
given peerages and other high honors. 

The Women’s Freedom League, of which 
Emmeline Pethick-Lawrence, a member of 
the International Advisory Council of the 
National Woman’s Party, is president, 
has adopted a resolution deploring the 
lack of high honors for women, and urg- 
ing that women be given peerages for dis- 
tinguished service. 

English Feminists feel that the grant- 
ing of peerages to women will also aid 
the campaign to allow women peers to sit 
and vote in the House of Lords. 


Marriage Legislation in Holland 
HE Lord Chancellor of Holland has 
promised to introduce a bill in May 
to amend the law dealing with the respec- 
tive property of married people and to 
make it possible in the future for married 
women to act in business. 


Feminist Notes 


Equal Education Threatened 


i AN international movement in Eu- 
rope to reform secondary education for 
girls, Polish Feminists, says La Femme 
Polonaise, see danger to equal professional 
opportunities for women. The Constitu- 
tion of Poland assures to all citizens with- 
out distinction of sex free choice of a 
profession and means of livelihood. But, 
if under the guise of improving the girls’ 
schools which now fit for the higher in- 
stitutions of learning, the courses are 
made different from those in the boys’ 
schools, the girls would be barred from 
the universities and consequently from 
professions which require university train- 
ing. 

To guard against this the National 
Council of Polish Women, the Association 
of Teachers in Secondary Schools and 
Colleges, the Federation of University 
Women, and other organizations, are tak- 
ing concerted action. At a recent meet- 
ing they adopted a report declaring that 
vigilant watch should be kept to see that 
the higher schools (universities) were 
kept accessible, to the same extent and 
under the same conditions, to girls as 
well as to boys; that the courses of study 
and the extent to which the subject mat- 
ter was taught should remain identically 
the same in the gymnases and lycées for 
boys and those for girls; and that they 
were convinced that this 
would be no hindrance to the performance 
of the duties of wife and mother. 


A second report proving by statistics 
that of the students entering the univer- 
sities, a larger percentage of women than 
men received diplomas, and that the num- 
ber of women holding university posi- 
tions was increasing, was also adopted. 

It was decided to ask the National 
Councils of Women in different countries 
to call the attention of women’s organiza- 
tions to the danger of partial reforms of 
secondary education by measures apply- 
ing only to schools for girls, and to re- 
quest them to take upon this question a 
position in accord with the demands of 
modern life and the right of women to 
engage in any profession or occupation. 


Progress of Negro Women in Industry 


E Negro woman is still an industrial 
pioneer but she is making slow prog- 
ress toward wider employment and better 
working conditions in spite of this fact, 
according to a statement made by Mary 
Anderson, director of the Women’s Bu- 
reau, United States Department of Labor, 
in a speech before the National Confer- 
ence of Colored Women in Washington 
April 5. 
“Pioneering days are always hard,” 
Miss Anderson said, “but we find much 


instruction 
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to encourage us in the Negro woman’s 
present situation. In 1919 the Women’s 
Bureau made its first study of her prob- 
lems and we found deplorable conditions. 
But when we made a second study more 
than a year later, covering all the same 
plants and some additional ones, we found 
that the conditions under which the wom- 
en were working had been materially im- 
proved and the sanitary conditions espe- 
cially were noticeably better. 

“It is very difficult to know the true 
situation as far as numbers of Negro wom- 
en employed are concerned,” Miss Ander- 
son continued. “The census figures of 
1920 show that they had decreased alto- 
gether 22 per cent. in gainful employment 
as compared with 1910. There is some 
reason to suppose that the Negro man was 
better able to support his family than he 
was a decade before, but we must take 
into consideration also that the census 
figures give no data on the number of 
women engaged in part-time jobs in homes 
other than their own, and the number 
having boarders and lodgers. Present-day 
apartment house life is undoubtedly in- 
creasing the total of part-time workers. 

“It is significant, too, that Negro wom- 
en have gone into many more industrial 
occupations than those in which they were 
found when the last census was taken, 
For example, while in the tobacco indus- 
try they have practically not advanced be- 
yond working in the rehandling of to- 
bacco, they have entered and advanced in 
the garment trades. They are members 
of the garment trades unions, and as such 
receive the union scale of wages and have 
the hours of work prescribed by union 
contracts.” 


Hungarian Feminists Lose 


Feminists lost their 
ten-year fight for the right to vote 
in municipal elections when the Hun- 
garian Parliament by a unanimous vote 
discarded the suffrage bill on April 17. 
Every man who spoke on the measure 
said that woman’s place was in the home 
and not at the polls, according to the 
Associated Press. Thus is the old story 
retold in another land. 


Woman Revenue Collector 

OR the second time a woman has been 

named to the post of Internal Revenue 
Collector for the Chicago district, largest 
in the United States in number of returns 
filed and in office personnel. 

Myrtle Tanner Blacklidge, whose ap- 
pointment has been sent to the Senate, 
will succeed Mabel G. Reinecke. The re- 


tiring collector served nearly six years 
in a manner that won her the official com- 
mendation of the Woman’s City Club of 
Chicago, a civic organization of 2,500 
members. 
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Austrian Women in Office 

ARGARET GEYLING is the first 
woman in Austria to be appointed 
head of a department in the Austrian 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry. 
Frau Geyling early specialized, both in 
Germany and in Austria, in applied art, 
particularly as it affected women’s indus- 
tries. In 1919 she was given the position 
of inspector of girls’ education, and later 
the same year was appointd Ministerial 

Secretary in the Ministry of Commerce. 
Another pioneer in women’s work in 
Austria is Dr. Marie Maresch, who holds 
the position of advisor on women’s educa- 
tion in the Ministry of Education. Dr. 
Maresch was first called to the Ministry 
of Education in order to reorganize girls’ 
education, and succeeded in organizing 
a system of peripatetic instruction, even 
in the remotest villages, in child welfare, 
proper nourishment and cooking. She 
also founded domestic science centers for 

working women. 


Blazing a Trail 
MMA THIELE recently became the 
first woman executive of the Metro- 
politan Life Insurance Company. Twenty- 
five years ago she entered the employ of 
the company as a stenographer, and she 
has now been made assistant secretary, 
according to an announcement by Haley 
Fiske, the president. 

Although the company employs several 
thousand women in its various offices, it 
has always chosen men for its officers up 
to the present. 


Quebec Women Lose 
HE Quebec Legislative Assembly has 
defeated a bill granting women the 
right to vote in provincial elections by a 
vote of 50 to 16. Even this poor vote is a 
gain of five votes for suffrage in the last 
year. 
The Canadian Minister of Justice re- 
cently told the Quebec Provincial Fran- 
chise Committee that Quebec women had 
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the right to vote, if they owned property, 
at the beginning of the nineteenth century 
“long before their sisters in any other 
country enjoyed electoral rights.” As 
early as 1667 women acted as advocates 
in the courts of Canada during the French 
regime, he said. 

Minister Lapointe urged greater rights 
and greater participation in public life 
for the women of Quebec. 


Woman Scholar Honored . 
ECENTLY Bilada Paulova, history 
professor in the Faculty of Letters 
of the Prague University, has been ap- 
pointed member of the Scientific Society 
in Czecho-Slovakia. This is the first time 
a woman has obtained this distinction. 


Votes for Women in All India 
HE Legislative Councils of Orissa and 
Behar have granted the franchise to 
women. As these were the last Indian 
provinces to give votes to women, all the 
women of India now have the franchise. 


News from the Field 


Equal Rights Amendment Introduced 

EPRESENTATIVE FREDERICK 

W. MAGRADY of the Seventeenth 

Congressional District of Pennsylvania 
has again introduced in the House of Rep- 
resentatives the joint resolution proposing 
an amendment to the Constitution estab- 
lishing Equal Rights between men and 
women. Representative Magrady intro- 
duced the measure on April 25, and it is 
numbered House Joint Resolution 55, 
Seventy-first Congress, First Session. 

The resolution reads: 

Resolved by the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assem- 
bled (two-thirds of each House con- 
curring therein), That the following 
article is proposed as an amendment 
to the Constitution of the United 
States, which shall be valid to all in- 
tents and purposes as part of the Con- 
stitution when ratified by the Legisla- 
tures of three-fourths of the several 
States: 

ARTICLE XX. 

“Men and women shall have Equal 
Rights throughout the United States 
and every place subject to its juris- 
diction. 

“Congress shall have power to en- 
force this article by appropriate leg- 
islation.” 

As is the rule with proposed amend- 
ments to the Constitution, it was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Representative Magrady is a Republican 
of Mount Carmel, Pennsylvania. He has 
three times been elected to represent his 
district in Congress, his second election 
marking the first time in thirty years a 


Republican had been elected to succeed 
himself in that district, and the first time 
in seventy years a Republican had carried 
every county in the district. He is a law- 
yer, a member of the Pennsylvania Bar 
Association and the American Bar Asso- 
ciation, and is also interested in banking 
and transportation projects. He is mar- 
ried. He belongs to several organizations, 
among them the Patriotic Order of Sons 
of America, of which he is State president 
for Pennsylvania. 


Cuban Women Seek Franchise 

(\N January 13, 1929, a large assembly 

of the National Feminist Alliance 
was held in Matanzas, a delegation of the 
leading Feminists of Habana being pres- 
ent. Speeches were made by Celia Sarra 
de Averhoff, who founded the Feminist 
Club ten years ago; the Marchioness of 
Tiedra, treasurer of the association, and 
a number of others. An interview with 
the Marchioness de Tiedra brought out 
the fact that the purpose of the alliance 
is to obtain the vote for women as soon as 
possible. 


™ Woman Seated on Council 
R. EDITH BRAMHALL, head of the 
political science department of Colo- 
rado College, has been seated as a member 
of the Colorado Springs City Council after 
a contest over her eligibility for the seat. 
Dr. Bramhall announced promptly that 
she would introduce a resolution which 
would make married women, not now pay- 
ing taxes on real estate or personal prop- 
erty, eligible for election as City Council 

members. 

In many families, she pointed out, the 


family property is held in the man’s name. 
A. revision of the charter provision gov- 
erning eligibility which would duly quali- 
fy a city taxpayer on real estate or per- 
sonal property or the wife of such a tax- 
payer, might meet the bill, she said. 

Dr, Bramhall also drew attention to the 
case in which a man anxious to run for 
office under the old commission form of 
government discovered that he could not 
qualify as all his property had been deeded 
over to his wife, with the tax sheets made 
out in her name. 

Other women office-holders in Colorado 
Springs include: Louise Huff, city aud- 
itor; Elizabeth Belschner, secretary to 
the city manager; Doris Lamoreux, El 
Paso County home demonstration agent; 
Dorothy Springer, policewoman; and 
Lucille Dee Horton, superintendent of 
public instruction of El Paso County. 


Michigan Senate Passes Bill 

HE Michigan State Branch of the Na- 

tional Woman’s Party is rejoicing 
over the Senate’s passage of the bill equal- 
izing the right of contract, removing the 
discriminations against married women 
in making contracts. The bill was first 
blocked by one vote, and sent back to the 
committee, and then on the second vote 
was passed. The Michigan Branch hopes 
that the lower House will pass the bill 
promptly, and the Governor will sign it, 
Besse Moton Garner writes. 
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